
PTO Meeting Minutes
June 26, 2025

Attendees:  Joy Jansen Tracey Traub, Kaitlin Vandergrift, Jenny Richter, Elizabeth Kissel Jaclyn Spidel, Anna Zwergel

Opening Prayer:	Joy Jansen	
		
Treasurer’s Report:	Tracey Traub 

Income items:
· Tracey provided an explanation of income items
· Most of the current money is from the $100/family from book bills – total of $49,000

Expense items:
· Tracey provided an explanation of expenses 
· Various hospitality items 
· Yearbook and directory expenses
· Social expenses: Fall Festival, Fun Run, dances, etc.
· Staff luncheons and staff development - staff will be going to a conference this year
· We have doubled the amount budgeted for staff development and started working with a consultant “Tools for Success” to work with the teachers and help them meet the standards. The teachers have given positive feedback about the experience. 
· PTO will also have a snack cart and provide teacher appreciation week food 
· PTO also pays for some technology, disability awareness week, and various other expenses 
· We no longer need money for cafeteria monthly support
· Last year PTO had a surplus of $13,588, which will definitely be used this year

New Budget
· We have tried to align items for this year’s budget with what we actually spent last year
· PTO lost a little bit of money on Fall Fest last year so Tracy will take a look at where we could potentially save money this year, for example we may be able to get a better deal on pizza.

Principal’s Report: Elizabeth Kissel

· Staff Changes:
· Lauren Wagner is the new art teacher
· Amada Minnes will be teaching 8th grade
· Cheryl Newkirk will be replaced by Teresa Molter (Priscilla Cook’s mom) who has just retired from a career as a director of HR
· This year will be divided into trimesters instead of quarters. Northing is changing except that there will be 3 grading periods instead of 4. With a later start and a full week of fall break it will provide more instruction time to produce. Meaningful grades.
· It is consistent with Westfield schools and Guerin who also do trimesters
· There is a new language arts curriculum this year – Wonders – the teachers are very excited about it as it will replace them needing to create and curate curriculum themselves. Now handwriting, reading, and language arts will all be woven through the same curriculum. 
· There were 5 programs that Indiana gave their endorsement to and SMG talked with other schools and felt like this was the best fit. It also uses the same online program as the math curriculum. 





President’s Report:	Joy Jansen 

Kara Burns will chair 4th/5th grade game night assisted by Tracey
Kaitlin will help Anna with the Mother’s Day Brunch
Everyone from PTO should sign up to volunteer at Italian Fest if possible – PTO is in charge of games
There will be a Used Uniform Sale on July 16th from 3-6pm – Tracey is the liaison 
Social Committee is Jen Thomas and Katie Krause (Jaclyn is liaison) and they are planning something, possibly at Urban Apples
July 18th is Father Kevin’s ordination anniversary – Jenny is in charge of sending cards
Tracey will send the reimbursement form so people can use it throughout the year – PTO will not reimburse tax – send an email to Purchasing@SMGonline.org to have them purchase items and void taxes
Spirit and Charity Days:
Fundraiser through Handle’s on the first day of school
Los Agaves has been the big winner of Dine-to-Donate – they usually donate in addition to the fundraising percentage, so we want to try to do that a lot 
Chick-Fil-A is fun, but they don’t donate a lot – Panera is the same way
There is a parent who is the general manager at Joella’s Hot Chicken so we will look into doing that
Event Chairs and PTO Liaisons:
Pastries with Parents – Megan Foley and Megan Koblars – January 29th
Disability Awareness Week – Sarah Henry 
Fun Run. – PC and Kara Grider, Nacy M and Jen L
Social Committee – Jen Thomas and Katie Krause
Fall Fest – Morgan Meyers, Katie Price, Charity Punzal
Book Fair – Ashley Lowrie – Last year was a mess, but Ashley did a great job. This year will be Ashley, Megan Spitzer, and Megan Holmes, but the vendor will be setting most things up
The new vendor is i55. They have mainstream books with Christian values and they will also have popular series for the older kids
Student Pizza Parties – Marella Maira – and Region ?
Mother’s Day Brunch – May 15th so it’s after May Crowning
Teacher Luncheon – Anna and Kara Burns 
Father’s Day Brunch – March 20th – whole PTO board 
4th and 5th Game Night – Kara and Tracey – Anna is liaison
Middle School Dance – December 5th and April 17th – specifically before May because it’s too busy– Christine Cantons and Kristy Congden are chairs – Joy is liaison
Monthly Bakers – Laura Wenson and Stephanie Cook – Jenny is liaison 
Distributing supply kits – whole PTO board will help
Year book and room parent coordinator – Kate Hackle
March Madness – Carrie Martin and Ann Marie Ferguson
Field Day – Mr. Deason does it all
FISH hours issues:
There are 20 something families had zero fish hours despite pushing and personal phone calls
Some families may have them and didn’t log them, but many families are in the single digits
Since volunteering is one of the core pillars, the school is contemplating doing more targeting emails toward families with no hours and ask how we can support them to get their hours
August 11th – PTO will provide coffee and pastries for teachers 
There will also be breakfasts and lunches for teachers on the 8th, 11th, and 12th – Joy and Tracey will put in the order 
We will update teacher food preference survey
Joy to update PTO bulletin board and order shirts for new members
August 28th is Meet the Teacher Night with a new family meeting before – PTO will talk them thorugh how to get involved 
Next meeting is August 21st in the Parish Narthex, bring a breakfast item to share.

Upcoming dates: 
Used Uniform Sale – July 16, 2025 – 3-5pm
Ice Cream Social – Monday, August 11, 2025 – 4:30pm
Meet the Teacher Night – Thursday, August 28, 2025
Next Meeting: August 21, 2025 – 8am
Concluding Prayer: Kaitlin Vandergrift 

